Educational Excursions
Unit 1204, 135 Bonham
Strand Trade Centre

135 Bonham Strand
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Telephone: (852) 3590 3356

Email: info@educational-excursions.com

Programme Proposal(G8-12)

Destination: Ho Chi Minh City Saigon)and the Mekong Delta, Vietnam
Programme Dates: November 17 - 22, 2019

Educational Excursions

Educational Excursions is a Hong Kong-based licensed travel agency founded
and managed by a qualified and experienced teacher. We coordinate service
learning trips throughout Asia, which focus on building sustainable
partnerships with communities in need. Involvement in our programmes
leaves participants feeling that they have truly connected with host
communities and made significant contributions to their development. These
experiences are designed to help students become responsible global citizens.

Our programmes provide participants with opportunities to sharpen important
life skills related to communication, teamwork, problem-solving and
leadership. Students may also benefit from academic credits awarded by Hong
Kong's Education Bureau, the International Baccalaureate Organisation, and
through various other curricula.

Specialised Services

Personal Websites: Each client-school is presented with a personal websites
displaying all programme details. Each website has an embedded Discussion
Forum useful to the group before, during and after the trip.

Visa Arrangements: Educational Excursions can assist with the
arrangement of travel visas.

Flights and Ground Transportation: Educational Excursions can assist
with travel arrangements to, from, and within the host country.


http://educational-excursions.com/
http://educational-excursions.com/service-learning.html
http://educational-excursions.com/service-learning.html
http://educational-excursions.com/global-citizenship.html
mailto:educationalexcursions@gmail.com

Ground Programme: Educational Excursions works with its partners to
assist with the arrangement of activities and accommodation in the host
country.

Risk Management: Educational Excursions provides risk management
documents covering all programme activities.

Travel Insurance: Educational Excursions can arrange travel insurance for
all participants covering all activities including 'manual labour'.

Certificates of Appreciation: All participants receive certificates honouring
their commitment to service.

Programme T-shirts: All participants are given trip T-shirts prior to
departure, which help build a sense of camaraderie and shared purpose.

Accommodation

Bay Hotel Ho Chi Minh, or similar (3 nights)
7 Ngo Van Nam Street, District 1
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

- Each teacher will have a private room
- Students will sleep 2 per room (males separate from females), with triples
in the event of odd numbers

Cuu Long Hotel, or similar (2 nights)
1 1 Thang 5, Phuong 1, Vinh Long, Vietnam

- Each teacher will have a private room
- Students will sleep 2 per room (males separate from females), with triples
in the event of odd numbers

Elights: To be booked by school


http://www.bayhotelhcm.com/
https://www.booking.com/hotel/vn/cuu-long.en-gb.html?aid=318615;label=New_English_EN_KH_27027030145-zfoavVW3TSBxuZcQfdASyQS217274754131:pl:ta:p1:p2:ac:ap1t1:neg:fi23269804666:tidsa-302962658775:lp9069937:li:dec:dm;sid=95b43d1d5d6c14357e043995c5c8b615;dest_id=-3709910;dest_type=city;dist=0;hapos=1;hpos=1;room1=A,A;sb_price_type=total;sr_order=popularity;srepoch=1555046407;srpvid=a7312583db490148;type=total;ucfs=1&#hotelTmpl

Outbound: Sunday, November 17
China Southern 8465: SZX - Ho Chi Minh City (11:35 AM / 13:10 PM)

Returning: Friday, November 22
China Southern 8466: Ho Chi Minh City - SZX (14:10 PM / 18:10 PM)

Flights with China Southern Airlines

Costs

Air fare and transportation—2250 RMB inclusive

Tour Agency — 8200 RMB

Insurance —included in trip cost

Chaperone costs — 250 RMB

Misc- transaction fees and emergency funds- 850 RMB

Deposit and air fare — 5000 RMB paid to the Financial Office by Sep. 6
Remaining Amount-61550 RMB paid to paid to the Financial Office by Oct.18th

Total —11550 RMB
*excess funds will be returned to the student’s family

Proposed ltinerary

Dayl. Sunday 17 November

Travel to Vietnam ~ Swim ~ Walk to Colonial Sites ~ Make Spring
Rolls

11:35 AM Depart Shenzhen (China Southern 8465)

13:10 PM Arrive in Ho Chi Minh City



14:20 Transfer to total
15.00 Hotel check-in, relax, swim

16:30 Driven to the city’s Central Post Office, which was designed by the
renowned French architect Gustav Eiffel.

Next, stroll toward the Saigon River along Dong Khoi Street, which figured
prominently in Graham Greene’s famous Vietnam novel, ‘The Quiet
American’, to the Saigon Opera House, a commanding building completed
in 1901. Shelled during World War 11, it was used to shelter French citizens
fleeing North Vietnam in 1954, the year Vietnam earned its independence
from France.

18:00 Transfer to local restaurant. Before having the meal, the group will
have chance to wrap fresh spring rolls by themselves and taste the food
(fresh spring roll).

20:00 Back to hotel. Team orientation.
Meals Included: Dinner

Accommodation: Bay Hotel Ho Chi Minh

Day 2. Monday 18 November
Travel to the Mekong River Delta ~ Begin Service Project ~ Learn to
Make Conical Hats

08.00 Transfer to the Mekong Rover Delta town of Vinh Long by bus,
approximately 3.5 hours drive from Ho Chi Minh City.

11:30 Arrive in Vinh Long and check in to your hotel

12.00 Lunch will be provided by a local restaurant near the hotel


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saigon_Central_Post_Office
https://images.app.goo.gl/yypaBkPzRYSbeXuf7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C4%A9nh_Long_(city)

13.30 Depart to start work with our village hosts on the service project. Over
the next four days volunteers can expect the tasks including light
construction, digging, carrying supplies, mixing cement and brick work.

16.30 Back to the hotel, refresh.

17.30 It's time to experiences to learn how to make conical hat with local
villagers. Try your hands on and practice your skill to make your own
conical hat.

18.30 Dinner at local restaurant

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Cuu Long Hotel

Day 3. Tuesday 19 November
Complete Service Project ~ Meeting with Red Cross Team ~ Rice
Farming Activity

06.00 Breakfast at the Hotel and travel to project site
07.00 Arrive at project site and continue working.
12.00 Back to the hotel

12.30 Lunch time

14.00 In the afternoon meet with representatives of the Vinh Long Red
Cross and community leaders to learn more about the project and your
impacts. After we take time to reflect on the issues around service and
community development and the role we all have to play.

15:00 The group will visit a farm which belong to local villagers. You can
join us to learn about full life rice from making soil to making paddy. We
instruct you all of the work with local people. Apart from the rice work, you
also learn about the life of people in the countryside. We back you to the old
life of the countryside people. You will see and talk to them about rice. You
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will join us to help the farmers work on the field.
16.30 Transfer back to your hotel

18.30 Dinner at local restaurant

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Cuu Long Hotel

Day 4. Wednesday 20 November
Explore the Intricate Waterways of the Mekong River Delta ~ See local
Artisans at Work ~ Bake Cake or Race boats ~ Travel to Saigon

07:00 Breakfast at the hotel

08:00 Packed and check out

08:30 — 12.00: Hop aboard a small boat to take a trip around the floating
market. Though it is not nearly as busy and crowded as day’s past, you
might still spot locals tossing watermelons or pineapple between their
boats! Continue cruising along the maze of canals to Vinh Long, stopping at
handicraft villages to see local artisans at work.

12.00 — 13.00: Lunch

13.00 — 14.00: activity: Cake making or boat racing a with the boat racing, it
depends on water level. If the water level of water in the morning is high
enough, we can do it in the morning before the Mekong Tour starts. If the
water level in the morning is still low, we need to wait until afternoon as the
time clarified.

- Clients must choose either cake making or boat racing because of limited
time.

14.00 — 17.00 or 17.30: transferring back to Ho Chi Minh city depending on
the traffic.

19:30 Dinner at local restaurant

19:30 Dinner at local restaurant

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Bay Hotel Ho Chi Minh



Day 5. Thursday 21 November
Visit the Ch Chi Tunnels ~ Lunch at a Social Enterprise ~ Vietnamese
Calligraphy Lesson ~ Farewell Dinner

Begin your journey to the Cu Chi Tunnels by departing at around 07:30am
from your hotel and travel through the countryside which was once a
stronghold Of the Viet Cong.

Upon arrival, watch a short video about what life was like for soldiers who
lived there during the war. The cramped tunnels were central to a few of the
war’s strategic operations, including the famous 1968 Tet Offensive, and

they didn’t escape damage.

American B52 bombers dropped thousands of bombs leaving huge tell-tale
craters behind. The tunnels served not only as living quarters, but as supply
routes and hospitals for thousands of guerilla fighters. Many died there from
malaria and other diseases, and a few were also born or married. Today they
are viewed by some as a testimony to the Vietnamese people’s resiliency.

Return to Ho Chi Minh City around 1pm.

Enjoy your delicious lunch at KOTO restaurant, a local social enterprise.
Meaning 'Know One Teach One', KOTO is established to bring life changing

Skills to disadvantaged kids since the mid 1990s.

This afternoon spends two hours in Saigon learning the traditional art of
Vietnamese calligraphy. Under the expert eye of a calligrapher, you’ll
practice using the tools of the trade: brushes, ink and paper. Settle into a
quiet studio where the ambiance encourages a contemplative mindset. Then
try your hand at writing Vietnamese characters in an artistic style.

Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Bay Hotel Ho Chi Minh
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https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g293925-d2005826-Reviews-Cu_Chi_Tunnels-Ho_Chi_Minh_City.html
https://images.app.goo.gl/57Z4L5yx512jsrMD9
https://www.koto.com.au/koto-training-restaurants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnamese_calligraphy

Day 6. Friday 22 November
Visit Reunification Palace ~ Visit the War Remnants Museum ~ Fly
Home

07:00 Breakfast at hotel.
08:30 Packed then check out.

The tour continues with a stop at the Reunification Palace, where a North
Vietnamese tank crashed through the gates in 1975 to end a war that Killed
an estimated 58,000 Americans and three million Vietnamese. You will also
visit the War Remnants Museum, where Vietnam’s government has
assembled presentations - some of them graphic - of wartime hardships and
atrocities.

11:00 Transfer to the airport for your flight home. Ends of services.
China Southern 8466: Ho Chi Minh City - SZX (14:10 PM / 18:10 PM)

Meals Included: Breakfast
Accommodation: none

Service Project

Although we do not have the details of your project yet, below are before
and after photos of a previous project that we contributed to in Vihn Long.

They show a family home (top left), the same site, after this home was
demolished, being prepared for a new structure (top right), and the exterior
and interior of the new home that was built with the assistance of several
volunteer groups (bottom two photos). This project involved the Red Cross.
Your project would likely involve the Red Cross as well.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Palace
http://www.vietnam-guide.com/ho-chi-minh-city/war-remnants-museum.htm




Educational Excursions
Unit 1204, 135 Bonham
Strand Trade Centre

135 Bonham Strand
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Telephone: (852) 3590 3356

Email: info@educational-excursions.com

Travel Agents Licence No: 353944
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http://www.bayhotelhcm.com/
https://www.booking.com/hotel/vn/cuu-long.en-gb.html?aid=318615;label=New_English_EN_KH_27027030145-zfoavVW3TSBxuZcQfdASyQS217274754131:pl:ta:p1:p2:ac:ap1t1:neg:fi23269804666:tidsa-302962658775:lp9069937:li:dec:dm;sid=95b43d1d5d6c14357e043995c5c8b615;dest_id=-3709910;dest_type=city;dist=0;hapos=1;hpos=1;room1=A,A;sb_price_type=total;sr_order=popularity;srepoch=1555046407;srpvid=a7312583db490148;type=total;ucfs=1&#hotelTmpl
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