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ABOUTUS

The Introspectors (INTP) is a student-led club
from the International School of Dongguan (ISD). The
club was founded by Edyth Liu (an alumnus of ISD) in
2018, where it first started as a social psychology
research club that publishes student magazine that
discusses social phenomena.

Over the years, the club has evolved significantly.
With the graduation of its founding members and the
induction of newer, younger students, the scope and
nature of the INTP's publications have broadened.
Today, the Introspectors club serves as a platform for
students to investigate a range of topics that interest
them. It's a club where they can freely express their
thoughts and share their insights with the school
community and beyond.
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“I think human consciousness is a tragic misstep in human evolution. We became too self-
aware; nature created an aspect of nature separate from itself. We are creatures that should
not exist by natural law. We are things that labor under the illusion of having a self, a
secretion of sensory experience and feeling, programmed with total assurance that we are
each somebody, when in fact everybody’s nobody.”

Rustin Cohle

True Detective

The Human Consciousness

A Tragedy of Evolution?

Gaby “Le Dude Frangias” Mettetal

Maybe you have already had this same reflection, perhaps you have accepted this fact:
the more we become aware of ourselves, the more we suffer. Because from the moment we
lift the veil obscuring nothingness, infinity or even the meaning of existence, we can no
longer go back. Consciousness is this faculty that distinguishes us from other living beings,
it is often perceived as a blessing, it
allows us to reflect, to understand the
world in a deeper way than any other
species. But over the centuries, a
recurring question has arisen: is this
increased awareness, this
hyperrationality that characterizes us,
not ultimately a curse? By accessing
higher levels of reflection, have we not
also opened the doors to unprecedented
suffering? Being too conscious can
become a burden. It is a real weight that
evolution has bequeathed to us without
giving us any instructions. Being overly
self-aware is ultimately a poisoned
chalice that sometimes seems to make
life harder to live.




Consciousness: An Evolutionary Burden?

Evolution is a fascinating and complex process, guided by the principle of natural
selection, but this dynamic, contrary to popular belief, has neither purpose nor consciousness.
While some adaptations have allowed our specie to survive and thrive, there
is no guarantee that these mechanisms necessarily lead to a happier or more
serene existence. Consciousness could thus be an accidental mutation, a kind
of quirk of evolution that has certainly offered us undeniable advantages in
terms of survival, but which has also engendered new forms of suffering. The
philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre stated that Man is “condemned to be free”, and
with this phrase, he pointed out the
existential angst that arises from
consciousness. We are constantly
confronted with choices, with the
responsibility for our existence and,

this total freedom, ultimately, becomes

a source of paralyzing anxiety. Each decision confronts
us with an infinity of possibilities and, often, with the
impossibility of knowing if we have made the “right”
choice. When we have to choose a career path for

example, or a romantic relationship, or even a simple
daily decision, well, the fear of error overwhelms us.

And this burden of decision is ultimately directly
linked to our increased awareness of our own death.

The Suffering Related to Consciousness

One of the most distinctive features of human consciousness is this ability to
contemplate one's own death, and unlike animals, who seem to live primarily in the present
moment, human beings are constantly haunted by the prospect of their end. We spend our
lives trying to escape this thought, distracting ourselves, or seeking consolation in religious
or philosophical beliefs, but death always hangs over our existence. This sword of Damocles
constantly reminds us of our vulnerability. Death anxiety, widely studied in psychology,
influences our behavior in an often unconscious way. We seek to leave a mark, whether
through our children, our work, or our artistic creations. All attempts at projects in order to
extend our existence beyond our own death

Then there is the writer Albert Camus, who lucidly describes the anguish that human
consciousness feels when faced with the absence of meaning. He thinks that consciousness
can understand that the universe has no meaning or reason for being. We live in a world



devoid of purpose, where death is inevitable and no transcendent answer comes to soothe our
anxieties, and this confrontation with the absurd, engenders a deep existential suffering. For
Camus, the tragedy is not that life is absurd, but that we are aware of it, we aspire to a meaning,
to a cosmic order, but the universe remains silent, and faced with this absurdity, Camus
proposes revolt. Accept the meaninglessness of existence and live fully, with lucidity, while
embracing this absurdity without seeking false comfort. So, true freedom would therefore
reside in the revolt against the absurd, and this is very well illustrated in "The Myth of
Sisyphus" which illustrates the human condition through the character of Sisyphus. Sisyphus
pushes his rock eternally to the top of a hill, and each time he has pushed the rock to the top
of the mountain, well it falls back down, and it becomes an endless cycle that never stops and
if at first, this work seems vain, Sisyphus, by accepting his fate, finds a form of freedom.
Lucidity in the face of the absurd therefore becomes an act of rebellion. Consciousness is
also responsible for the paradox of hedonism. Hedonism is a tendency to seek happiness in
such an obsessive way that it ends up distancing us from it.

In our consumer society, we are constantly encouraged to seek immediate pleasure, whether
through the purchase of goods, the accumulation of experience, or the quest for success, and
this obsessive search only increases our frustration, because each new object of desire
replaces another, and we remain trapped in an endless loop. And that is a perfect transition
to tell you about a philosopher who really marked my openness to reflection and who was
the one who made me aware of the brutal reality of our world: Arthur Schopenhauer. He was
the king of a pessimistic vision. Pessimistic but ultimately quite lucid, he explored in depth
the suffering inherent in human existence. He tells us that consciousness only accentuates
this suffering. He describes life as a perpetual oscillation between desire and boredom, two
painful states, desire, because it implies a lack, a dissatisfaction, and boredom, because, once
desire is satisfied, the absence of a goal plunges us into an existential void. "Life swings like
a pendulum, from right to left, from suffering to boredom.".

The only escape from this suffering, according to Schopenhauer, is ultimately the
denial of desire, a kind of asceticism which allows one to detach oneself from passions.

Consciousness as a Driving Force for Social and
Cultural Evolution.

If we take a step back, we quickly realize that human
consciousness has been the key to building civilizations. It
is because we were able to share our knowledge and believe
in common ideas that everything really began. Without this
ability to think and project ourselves beyond our small
family circle, we would still be fighting for resources,

without ever building anything lasting. Collective
consciousness is what allowed the first human groups to



organize themselves, define the rules and create beliefs that united people, and these beliefs,
whether religious, spiritual or even cultural, these acted as a collar, to keep the cohesion of
the first social groups. They gave meaning to our lives, especially in the face of everything
that we did not understand at the time, and when we think of the great civilizations of
Antiquity, such as Egypt or Greece, everything was built around these belief systems. These
were the stories, these rites, that provided a framework for their society. A bit like stories that
we tell ourselves to feel stronger together, and it is from this moment that myths and legends
come into play, these stories were our first attempts to answer the big existential questions.
Why are we here? What happens after death? We all need answers, even if they are not
necessarily true, and these stories, although imaginary, allowed us to give meaning to the
mysteries of life, and death. These stories also served to unite us, by sharing myths, we found
ourselves around a common vision, a shared destiny. The gods, the heroes, all these
mysterious forces became symbols that helped us feel connected to something greater. If we
take the example of Greek mythology, the stories of gods or heroes perfectly reflect our
human concerns about life and death, and injustice. And in fact,
all of this reminds us that suffering is inevitable, but that we can
transform it into an adventure worth living.

Then, for a long time, there was also religion, which was
the main way of facing the unknown and, by offering us a
higher order, religions helped to soothe our anxiety about life
and our end. But religion is also the expression of this struggle
between what we know and what we feel. It translates our fear
of the unknown, this essentially human need to feel protected

with religious rituals, allowing us for example to structure our
fears, to give meaning to what we fear the most, always this
same fear of death or the unknown. If we take Christianity, it offers a vision where suffering
has a meaning, for example with the figure of Christ, suffering on the cross, which shows us
that it is possible to transcend pain through love and sacrifice, and for many believers, it is a
way of giving meaning to their suffering. But consciousness is not only what makes us
uncomfortable when we think too much, it is also at the heart of a fundamental dilemma for
us, that between freedom and determinism.

Conscience and the Moral Dilemma

If we take Emmanuel Kant’s reflection, conscience is not just a way of thinking about
everything around us. It is a kind of moral force, a kind of little inner voice that guides us to
do what is right, and it is this voice that pushes us to respect simple moral rules that anyone,
with a little reflection, can recognize as important. So true freedom does not consist in doing
everything we want, but in doing what we know is right, even when it is difficult. This



sometimes means putting our desires aside and listening to this little voice that tells us to do
what is good for others. So it is easy to say but often much more complicated to do. If we
take the example of lying, well sometimes, lying seems to be the easiest solution. For example,
avoiding telling the truth to someone so as not to hurt them. Even if it may seem justified,
lying is always bad. Because a world where everyone lied would simply be unliveable. How
could we trust each other?

But is this freedom really real?

The question of free will remains a huge question mark. If consciousness makes us
believe that we are free, many philosophers think that it is only an illusion, and according to
the theory of determinism, what we do is influenced by everything around us. Our genetic
heritage, our education, our past experiences or even our culture,
and this dilemma between freedom and determinism is at the
heart of our anguish. We like to believe that we control our life,
that we are the masters of our destiny, but when we think about
it, many of our actions are the result of influences that we do not
really control. Even when we think about making a choice in full
awareness, is it not often because we have been influenced by
something deeper? Research was done precisely on this subject
by the psychologist B.F. Skinner, where his work showed that
most of our behaviours are responses to external stimuli. A bit

like reflexes, for example when you buy a brand of cereal at the

supermarket, are you really free to choose, or is it because of
that advert you’ve seen dozens of times on TV? Maybe our free will is above all a beautiful
story that we like to tell ourselves.

The Hidden Beauty of Tragedy

Suffering from this hyper-awareness of ourselves has led us to want to transcend this
suffering, and it has been transformed into a creative force by artists. Sublimation is a
Freudian concept that consists of diverting destructive impulses towards creative activities.
Art becomes an outlet, a way to transform painful emotions into something beautiful and
universal. Artists use their pain to create works that resonate with others. These works
become mirrors of the human experience, allowing those who contemplate them to transcend
their own suffering. Art responds to the absurd, transforming the incomprehensible into
something tangible. All of this can be seen in the works of Van Gogh, who despite his struggle
with mental illness and loneliness, was able to create paintings of a unique emotional
intensity. In fact, these paintings, while reflecting his suffering, carried a beauty that
transcended his pain. We can also go further by saying that art is not limited to sublimating
individual suffering, it can also play a cathartic role, it offers a release of repressed emotions.
For our dear Aristotle, catharsis when the spectator, faced with human passions, lives an
intense emotional experience, which allows him to purge his own feelings. Tragedy, literature
or even music, in fact, all of this has a cathartic potential, it helps us to face our anxieties and



transform them into a collective experience of recognition, and by sharing these emotions
through art, we transcend our isolation and find comfort in the recognition of our
vulnerability. If we take for example the tragedies of Shakespeare, with Hamlet, well all of
this, it explores universal terms, with suffering, betrayal and death. And by attending these
performances, well the audience feels intense emotions, but there is also a kind of relief in
reconnecting with the universality of these experiences.

A Necessary Tragedy?

Ultimately, being overly self-aware may be a tragedy, but isn’t it a necessary tragedy?
While it makes us vulnerable to anxiety and fear, it is also the source of everything that makes
life profoundly human. It is in this suffering that we learn, that we create, that we connect
with one another. The real question, then, is not whether consciousness is an evolutionary
error, but rather how we can live with it, accept it in all its complexity, and make something
beautiful out of it. Perhaps the error of evolution lies not in consciousness itself, but in our
inability to fully understand it, and to use it for the common good.




IS THERE LIFE AFTER DEATH?

Jolly Tsai

Humans have always been fascinated and intrigued by death and the idea of coming back to life, from
Heaven in Christianity to philosophical perspectives. The idea of ‘life after death’ has no simple
answer, but most refer to the possibility that people may continue to exist in some form after they
die. Across different cultures and religions, beliefs about the afterlife vary largely. Some religions offer
vivid descriptions of heavenly realms, hellish landscapes, or cycles of reincarnation. Others emphasize
the continuation of the soul or consciousness in a different form or even dimension. Skeptics, on the
other hand, question the existence of an afterlife, seeking reliable evidence and rational explanations
for what may lie beyond death. This essay explores the complex theories and concepts regarding the
existence of an afterlife, examining various perspectives, arguments, and philosophies. It aims to
explain the variety of conceptions and beliefs that people have come up with to address the mystery
of life after death.

Christianity peaks as the religion with the most followers
worldwide. A demographic study that analyzed over 3,000
censuses, surveys, and population registers found that, as
of 2024, Christianity still has the largest number of followers
worldwide—roughly 2.2 billion—making up 32% of the total
population. The Christian faith teaches that physical death
still exists but those who believe in Christ and have not
sinned will be given an eternal life in Heaven. It is believed
that every person has a soul, or non-physical aspect of
themselves that survives the death of their physical body.
Heaven is said to be a location of happiness, tranquility, and
closeness to God. Christians believe that those who have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and lived a virtuous life will spend all of eternity in God's presence
in heaven. In contrast, Christians also believe in the existence of Hell, which is regarded as an eternal



punishment and a place where people go to be separated from God. Hell is also described as a place
of agony and suffering reserved for people who have rejected God's forgiveness and love. After a
person has passed away, the burial will be carried out in a church, crematorium, or cemetery. A short
prayer would be said by the minister and a friend or family member may choose to deliver a eulogy
to the deceased. Since Catholics believe that the dead will rise again on Judgment Day, cremation has
historically been prohibited in their religion, but many choose to cremate their loved ones today.

Islam's belief in death is fundamental to the religion and has
a significant influence on how Muslims live their lives. Muslims
believe in bodily resurrection on the Day of Judgment, sometimes
referred to as the Last Day or the Day of Resurrection (Yawm al-
Qiyamah). Islamic beliefs state that the soul awaits the Day of
Judgment in a transitional state called Barzakh after death. All people
will be raised from the dead on this day, and ERresponsible for their
actions during their time on Earth. Paradise (Jannah) is a place of
endless joy, bliss, and wish fulfillment that will be awarded to the
righteous. It is characterized as a stunning garden with bubbling
rivers, lush vegetation, and delights beyond human imagination. On

the other hand, individuals who have lived immoral lives and rejected
Islamic teachings will be sentenced to hell (Jahannam). Hell is
portrayed as a place of fire, agony, and torment where people are
punished according to their actions. For Muslims, being in Allah's presence and enjoying His mercy
and companionship is the ultimate reward in paradise. In addition to belief in the afterlife, Muslims
also perform various religious rituals, such as daily prayers, fasting during Ramadan, giving to charity
(Zakat), and the holy pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj). These practices are performed by Muslims all over
the world dating back to the early 7™ century CE.

Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the world, with
most scholars believing it to have started between 2300 B.C.
and 1500 B.C. The central idea of Hindu beliefs regarding the
afterlife is reincarnation or the cycle of birth and death
known as samsara. Hindus believe that the soul, or atman, is
everlasting and undergoes a cycle of births and deaths in
which it continuously changes and gains knowledge from
each experience. It is believed that the cosmic principle of
cause and effect, known as the law of karma, determines the
particular circumstances and experiences of every lifetime.

Good actions lead to positive effects, while negative actions
result in negative consequences, shaping the soul's future

journey. To achieve moksha or freedom from the cycle of
birth and death, is the ultimate goal for the soul in Hinduism,
to escape the cycle of samsara. The union of the individual
soul with the universal divine consciousness, also known as Brahman, is symbolized by moksha. It is
the state of ultimate realization and liberation from the limitations of the physical world. The ultimate
goal of life is believed to be moksha, which can be attained in several ways, including selfless devotion
(bhakti), knowledge and wisdom (jnana), and disciplined action (karma). Hindus believe that the soul
departs from the body at death and resumes its journey according to its karmic record. Depending
on the amount of karma accumulated, the soul can reincarnate as numerous species, including




humans, animals, and even celestial beings. The specifics of this rebirth are determined by factors
like the person's past life deeds, goals, and spiritual development. For example, in the Bhagavata
Purana, Ravana and his brother Kumbhakarna are said to be reincarnations of Jaya and Vijaya,
dvarapalakas (gatekeepers) at Vaikuntha (the abode of the god Vishnu) and were cursed to be born
on Earth for their insolence. According to the story, the Four Kumaras, Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana,
and Sanatkumara, who are the manasaputras (mind-born children) of Brahma, visit Vaikuntha to see
Vishnu. Due to the Four Kumaras’ appearance as children, Jaya and Vijaya refused entry, and the Four
Kumaras cursed the brothers to rebirths on Earth where they would have to live like mortals. Vishnu
then steps in and offers Jaya and Vijaya two choices. The first option is to take seven births on earth
as devotees of Vishnu while the second is to take three births as his sworn enemies and will be
subsequently killed by various avatars of Vishnu. After serving either of these sentences, they can
reattain their stature at Vaikuntha and be with him permanently. Cannot bear to be reborn seven
times, they choose to be born three times on earth, even though it would have to be as enemies of
Vishnu. They were incarnated as Harinakshi and Hiranyaksha in the Satya Yuga, Ravana and
Kumbhakarna in the Treta Yuga, and finally Shishupala and Dantavakra in the Dvapara Yuga.

One of the ways to approach the question of life after death is through philosophical and
metaphysical perspectives. Philosophers throughout history have offered various arguments and
perspectives on the possibility of an afterlife. One philosophical concept often discussed about life
after death is dualism. Dualism is the concept that states that the mind or consciousness is separate
from the physical body. This point of view suggests that since consciousness is dependent on the
physical body, it may continue to exist after death. Renowned French philosopher, scientist, and
mathematician René Descartes proposed the idea of mind-body dualism, suggesting that the mind
and body are distinct entities. Descartes argued that the mind is immortal and could potentially exist
after the death of the body. Considered one of the greatest philosophers of the Classical Era, Plato
had his perspective on death. Plato's philosophy concerns the fundamental responsibility to seek
wisdom, wisdom which leads to an understanding of the Form of the Good. He believed in the
immortality of the soul and its pre-existence before birth. For Plato, the soul is eternal and engages
in a cycle of reincarnation, continually striving to attain knowledge and wisdom. The soul's ultimate
goal is to reunite with the realm of the Forms, from which it originated. On the other hand, some
philosophers raise questions about the concept of the afterlife. German philosopher Immanuel Kant,
for instance, argued that the afterlife cannot be proven or disproven and synthesized with early
modern rationalism and empiricism. He believed that questions concerning the afterlife fall into the
realm of metaphysics, beyond the limits of human knowledge and understanding. In considering
these philosophical and metaphysical perspectives, it becomes evident that the question of life after
death is far from settled. Philosophers present a range of arguments, from dualism to metaphysics,
each offering its interpretation of what may lie beyond death.

For modern scientists, death is when one’s heart stops beating. According to the New York Academy
of Sciences, death is defined by the cardiopulmonary criteria, which is how death is defined for more
than 95 percent of people. As modern medicine is progressing each day and more people are
resuscitated, scientists learned that even in its acute final stages, death is a process. After cardiac
arrest, blood and oxygen stop circulating through the body, cells begin to break down, and normal
electrical activity in the brain gets disrupted. This will lead to the final stage of death. In simpler terms,
death is the permanent cessation of all vital functions in the bodily system. Thanatology is the term
for the scientific study of death and the practices associated with it from many different perspectives,
including physical, ethical, spiritual, medical, sociological, and psychological. To date, there is no
reliable scientific evidence that suggests that an afterlife exists. According to a Gallup poll, about 8



million Americans claim to have had a near-death experience (NDE), and many of them regard this
experience as proof of an afterlife—a parallel, spiritual realm. However, some believe that it is easily
explained. Since at least the 1980s, scientists have theorized that NDEs occur as a kind of physiological
defense mechanism. To guard against damage during trauma, the brain releases protective chemicals
that also happen to trigger intense hallucinations. Andrew Newberg is a neuroscientist and professor
at Thomas Jefferson University and Hospital and has a reputation for studying the brain scans of
religious people. According to him, the NDE experience can be easily explained using scientific
evidence. As your eyesight fades, you lose the peripheral areas first, “That’s why you’d have a tunnel
sensation.” If you see a bright light, that could be the central part of the visual system shutting down
last. For scientists and even atheists, death is easily explained, and with no reliable evidence of an
afterlife, it does not exist.

In conclusion, the question of life after death
remains a mystery for humankind throughout
history. There are diverse perspectives and
arguments revolving around this concept
revealing the complexity of human beliefs and
experiences. Religious and spiritual beliefs offer
the promise of an afterlife. Concepts such as
heaven, hell, reincarnation, and divine realms
are common in many religions. Near-death
experiences offer evidence that suggests the
possibility of an afterlife and the existence of
consciousness beyond the physical realm. From
the philosophical and metaphysical perspective,
there are also various ways to interpret life after

death. Dualism, the nature of consciousness,
and the immortality of one’s soul raise
possibilities of the continuous existence of the
soul, potentially living after death. However, skepticism and scientific perspectives raise the
challenges of providing reliable and legitimate evidence for the existence of an afterlife. Scientific
viewpoints suggest that consciousness is a product of brain activity, which ceases upon death. While
the question of life after death may remain unanswered, the quest for meaning, purpose, and the
pursuit of knowledge can guide us in our journey of discovery about this mind-boggling question. In
the face of one of life's greatest mysteries, let us continue to explore and question the possibilities
that lie beyond our current understanding of life after death.
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The Brass Howl of Unbeing

Frank Fang

I had no memory of where and how I was born. The only thing that I could take hold of
was the infinite building—an endless warren of dark passages, and high ceilings where the
eye could only find traces of the dilapidated structure. To me, every day was looking outside
my cage at hateful people who brought only scorn and physical torment.

I could still remember the world back then. It was an abyss, never touched by “sunlight™,
if what was told by those people were true. The only light came from the sickly, loathful
fluorescent tubes that flickered above the endless maze of cold concrete and rusted brass.
Through the cage where I was held as a child, a black golden tower that reached far above
the twisted factories, into some unknown realm above. I do not really know what was up
there, but the people who travel down the tower seem to hold unlimited power over us. They
were so-called “nobles” and “order guards”, controlling fates with their gluttonous cruelty.
But soon I had no time to pay for these minutiae.

The cage was a rusted sarcophagus, its bars crusted with the grime of centuries, suspended
by chains that shrieked like damned souls when the body shivers in pain. They never called
me by any name, the only treatment was violence and hunger. The best that I could do was
to catch any moving thing that came along the cage.

This went on until the age of 8. A man seized me when I was attempting to catch a rat to
eat. He took me with him, perhaps on a whim. The man is a cadre of Morris, a famous
gangster’s group. My age made it clear that [ was not enough to become an official member
of the gang. | dislike gangs and this chaos, but clearly being a part of a gang is the only way
for a lower hiver to survive. The job was simple, to find junk from the industry block with
possible value to give to my father. Yes, the man who bought me became my father. But he
used me just as another tool to provide his profit. The work was grueling, long hours of work
that barely met the requirements only to be rewarded by a serving of food that was not enough
to live. If not, then getting slapped or whipped would be the norm, it was more slapping when
I grew up. When night fell, I would crawl back to my cage, like a pet of him. But honestly, |
do not hate the old man. He at least brought shelter and food for survival, even though I had
to work every day, my father did feed the hungry stomach. Otherwise, the winter of the eight
years of my life would have killed me.

I learned to steal outside of the grueling work. It brought more beatings in exchange for
food. Stealing was a skill I never mastered, always getting caught. Yet, they knew I stole to
live. They despised me, but they never tried to kill a child, so they would not beat me to death.
In my own way, I tried to repay this mercy. I helped others when I could, driven by a flicker
of justice that burned within me despite the abyss from the teaching of the God Emperor. Yes,
I did believe in a God Emperor as a slave of a lower hive.

Even in this lightless pit, I sought honor in my soul. The small shrine of God Emperor
himself down the industry block, though its priest banned my entry, offered solace. He never

12



struck me, and once, in winter, he would give me a cup of hot water. I cannot really
understand what is in the uttering of the priest but staring at the statue itself is a reward. The
statue resonated deeply, for I lived among the lawless, where only strength could impose
peace, where only order should impose peace. I clung to that ideal, a lifeline amid the torment.

Years surged by, the body collecting scars like an armor of honor. By sixteen, I was a
tapestry of welts and bruises, yet I refrained from retaliation. To kill would invite the worst—
hunger, hatred, and death. 1 endured, hoarding scraps in my cage: bits of metal, a shard of
glass, and tools I prayed would never be used.

Then came the day my father’s drunken rage shattered the endurance. I had stolen a
broken hover lamp, sold it on the black market, and bought medicine — not for myself, but
for a dying child abandoned on the streets. He soon discovered I’d spent his coin, beating me
until blood pooled on the ground. I pleaded to keep the medicine for the child. In hearing so,
he stopped the violence, asking me to point out where the child was. I thought he relented,
so I led the way. The child saw me, thinking that he had found the lifeline to move on. Father
looked at him, with something in his hand.

Then, something went off.

The child’s skull was cracked into ragged pieces with a hole that can be see-through.
Father killed him. He warned me that if I spend his coin again, this is what will happen to
me. Then, dragged me back into the cage and beat me.

On that day, a stained string in my mind snapped.

The next day, I returned to find him bartering with a slave trader, he haggled over my
worth and forced me into the cage that he was too contemptuous to lock.

In that moment, clarity struck. The years of endurance now hold no value. The lower hive
holds no Order. Endurance would not bring Order, but endless pain. If Order was my
salvation, I must wield it myself.

I assembled a crude gun and a daéger from the tools. T cage yieided easily. I crept to ol
where my father drank with his men, their revelry drowning out I?i/ approach. The trader

spied me, reaching for his weapon, but my shot took his throat, blood arcing like a crimson
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a stick. I stared at the brutal scene. For the first time, I tasted power, a bitter draught
masquerading as justice. [ was free.

The hive did not mourn my father. I claimed his place in the Morris gang. At the start, a
few tried to kill me to take my place but were beheaded by me. But in the lower hive, violence
is the only dominant force. It took a few more years to get a complete grasp of the gang. Then,
I imposed Order on my territory. The Order on the lawless sprawl, punishing transgressors
with merciless precision. I give workers more food and better shelter, traders a safe market
and profits, and the nobles from the middle hive more wealth and honor. Slavery, child labor,
and human trafficking were now in the past tense. Theft, betrayal, defiance—all met my blade
and beheaded. Their skulls collected as a symbol of punishment. I told myself this was Justice
and Order, that the hive’s chaos demanded such a heavy hand. My deeds were a birthing of
a legend. They started to call me “Blood Skull,” a name whispered in fear and awe

My territory grew, a bastion of rules amid anarchy. I clashed with rivals, their blood
staining the concrete as I forged a fragile peace. The poor hailed me, for under my reign, the
strong no longer preyed unchecked. I built a system: protection fees collected, and profits
shared with enforcers and nobles to keep their guns at bay. My followers swelled, drawn by
the promise of stability. I armed them, a legion of eight thousand, their loyalty cemented by
the heads I mounted along my streets—warnings to those who defied my order.

Yet, the hive resisted. The nobles, fattened by my tribute, grew wary of my power. The
Ecclesiarchy branded me a heretic, my justice a mockery of the Emperor’s will. I cared not.
My faith in Order was my gospel, and I wielded it as a sword against the abyss.

I felt my body’s temper sharpened with time; a blade honed by each betrayal. The body
spared no one — man, woman, child— if they broke the Order. Mercy was weakness; only
blood upheld the truth. The body seems to be no longer under my control. It beheaded them
all to add into the path of skulls, to my old street. Yes, I still lived in my father’s old home,
but now built into a place to fit the increasingly larger wings and longer horns. So, the year
went on with some scorn from the priests.

In my thirty-second year, retribution came. I seem to understand why, but my body
doesn’t. Cannon fire sundered my stronghold, and Planetary Defense Forces were raining
death upon my works. The priest denounced me, his voice a clarion for my end. My followers
burned, and my order crumbled under explosions and flame. An Inquisitor and his knights
attacked me, their physical power and deepest scold hurling me into the wreckage, leaving
me broken.

As I lay amid the ash, a presence invaded my mind—not the God Emperor, but something
older, vaster. It whispered of power, of order through slaughter, its voice a tide of blood
washing from the body to my consciousness. My sanity, that fragile thread, snapped. I saw
the truth: I had never served the Emperor. My obsession with order was a mask, an illusion
heedlessly woven by the Blood God to draw me to his brass throne. The cage, the beatings,
the rise—all sculpted me into his warrior.

14



The body was mended, infused wit )
altar. I would bring order, but it would
“Blood to the Blood God, Skulls for the §

4»
nive

something else. The blood god 5




Journey to the World Scholars Cup

—Claire Lin & Millah Mu

“This is the day we have been waiting for!” We’ve put in our blood, sweat, and tears,
and now we stand proud, having qualified for the tournament of champions. This is not just
an achievement; it’s a bold statement of our hard work, determination, and unwavering
commitment to excellence. We are ready to take on this challenge head-on!

Rewind back to before the trip, we had our final training on Saturday; everybody was
excited about our competition and our trip. Everyone performed outstandingly in the practice
debate and the study. We also formed some amazing friendships.

At the start, we were mere strangers, which was a bit awkward, but we quickly got to
know each other because of how much time we spent together. We started making decisions
together, which made our relationships more devoted. As we tackled our goals, we took leaps
along the way and celebrated our successes. Sure, we lost a few people during the journey,
that was tough, but it just made the rest of us bond closer. By the end, we had formed some . ‘e
solid friendships that went beyond just the project. .

-

~ 2 v’

Every Saturday, we had practice, and we debated repeate'(ﬂy el M Y
because we had such strong bonds by now, it did not feel like we were !

like a fun debate with your classmates, where idea: Ioo 85 cely g"
punctuated our discussions. The thrill of exchangi{g ViEWpO d wi

a tedious routine into an eagerly anticipated gathe ing
defending our positions, and the friendly W

-

We traveled together to th 1jir ‘ [
round in New Haven. We _]ourn.e);l 1
13-hour flight away. There were c

reading a never-ending boi1 X

amazing time we had together, tl
a

 al LS , ’,

T B

g
! A

o oA
£

.,\?

' %)

-_.‘-- 4 .;_

s
. )



The Runaway Minecarft

Jason Zhang

A long time ago in 1851, lived a family of grizzly bears, with a kid called Grizz. Mr. Grizz
is strong, tall, and furry. Mama Grizz is kind and lovely, and Grizz is strong and chubby.
They lived in a wooden house near the woods. One day Mr. Grizz took the family into the
woods. They were carrying spades and shovels. As they walked further into the woods, it
became darker and darker.

“Papa?” said Grizz “I’m scared.”
“Not to worry,” said Mr Grizz “There’s no more walking because we’re here.”

“Isn’t this Grizzly Glutch?” said Mama Bear as she pointed toward an abandoned mine a few
feet in front of them.

“What is Grizzly glutch?” asked Grizz.

“Well, this is called grizzly glutch because of an event. Years ago, five men went into this
cave to search for gold. At the end of the cave, they found a gold mountain. They laughed
and hugged, saying that they would be rich the moment they stepped out of the mine. They
were talking and having fun until a deep growl, and the five of them just froze. Then a
gigantic bear with red eyes jumped out and killed four of them, and one got out. So, this is
why it is called grizzly glutch. “Said Mama Bear.

“Yes, it is true” added Papa Bear “but as the story went, it was a bear that attacked them, I
think it’ll be kind enough to lend us some gold since we’re also bears.”

“But I’m scared,” said Grizz as he thought of the bear in the cave.
“Not to worry,” said Papa Bear “We’ll not go too far in, and remember we’ve got a flashlight.”

“Ok,” said Grizz. So, they walked into the rusty, black mine. But something they didn’t notice
is that while they were talking, a pair of red eyes were staring at them......

“Hey look, what that” asked Grizz.

“It looks like an old minecart.” Said Papa Bear as he pointed the flashlight toward the mine
carts. The mine cart was rusty and covered with dust.

“I think I can start it.” Said Papa Bear as he pushed the lever.
“Are you sure this is a good idea?” asked Mama Bear.

“100% sure,” said Papa Bear “Anyway I think it starting...”
“Papa why aren’t we moving?” asked Grizz.

“No, I think we’re ascending a hill.” Said Mama Bear nervously.
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“Impossible, it’s just the engines that’s broken.” Said Papa Bear “AH!!” shouted Papa bear,
as the car shot down the tracks like a bullet.

“Look out!” shouted Papa Bear, as he jerked the cart right.
“Phew.” Said Papa Bear “Just in time, and good that I’ve had great driving skills.

“Daddy theirs another one!” shouted Grizz.

“What happened?” asked Grizz.
“Why is their smoke in the air?”’ asked Mama Bear.

“We have some good and bad news. The good news is that we’ve found the gold mine!” said
Papa Bear.

“Horray!” shouted Mama Bear” Then we’ll be the richest bears in the world!”

“I’m not finished yet.” Said Papa Bear “The bad news is that since we hit a stone wall, and
probably the engine is older than me, the result is that the engine is broken.”

Crash!

“See?”

“So now we’ll have to carry all the gold back to ground level?” asked Mama Bear.
“Mom,” said Grizz quietly, “I think something is looking at us.”

“Impossible, according to history, science, and math 1+1+1=3 not four, there’s only four of
us.” Said Mr. Grizz confidently.

“I think Grizz is right, look behind you,” said Mama Bear shivering staring into the darkness.

“It, ‘s impossible, Ok I’ll turn back, look there’s hello, big guy, how are you doing
today?”’

Roar!!
“Quick make the engine work!” said Mama Bear frantically moving closer to Papa Bear.

“What a cute bear with lots of fur and a pair of dark eyes, also sharp teeth, I’1l call you big
guy.” Said Grizz “Big guy come here, let me pat your big round face.

“Grizz, this is no ordinary bear, this is a pre-historic animal called a cave bear.” Said Papa
Bear standing up with a wrench in his hand.”

“Dad, you’re so funny. You’re a coal ball.” Said Grizz smiling.

“Are you finished, the bear is reading to leap and eat lunch!” shouted Mama Bear.
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“No there’s nothing in his diet here, a cave bear only eats fish and insects, which were mostly
extinct after the last ice age, so what do you mean lunch, by the way we’re ok to move. I just
need to pull the wretch.” Says Papa Bear.

“Big guy, I mean cave bear, stop at once or, I’ll roast you!” commanded Grizz.
“Yes Sir.” Said Papa Bear as he pulled down the level. Woosh! Ahh!

“P’ll count to three, 1, 2, 3. Good big guy, a good bear. Hey, something’s wrong, why
suddenly you’ve turned small?”

“It’s me, your dad.”

“Oops, sorry, I thought you were a big guy, and why are you on the ground? Also, why is it
so bright?” asked Grizz.

“Why is it bright, here’s the answer. According to geography and astronomy, the sun is
shining towards this part of the earth and we’re out of the mine.” Said Mama Bear.

“Thanks to science, and I never want to go back to that mine ever!” claimed Papa Bear.

“It’s a great adventure” shouted Grizz......
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